€ ICSSPE

Interview with ICSSPE’s Executive Board Member

Prof. Dr. Angela Schneider OLY

1. As a former Olympic silver medallist in rowing (Los Angeles 1984) and now a scholar
in sport ethics and philosophy, how do you feel your experience as an elite athlete
continues to influence your academic work and your perspective on ICSSPE’s
mission??

It continues to have a tremendous impact on my teaching and research. In particular, it gives
me a unique perspective to engage the material and research by using actual reallife
experiences. | also continue to compete in elite Master’s racing so that it allows the opportunity
to view the experience over a lifetime. This enables me to share and communicate with others
from a factually based perspective and to give concrete examples to help to explain issues.

2. Your research at Western University includes topics such as genetic doping, Olympic
Studies, women in sport, and philosophy of sport. In your first term on ICSSPE’s
Executive Board, which of these areas do you think should be elevated as key
priorities for the organisation?

Well, there are certainly some impending issues from a temporal perspective. The USA will host
the Enhanced games next May in Las Vegas and this really needs attention at this time. And the
Olympic Games next February will probably result in decisions about the participation of Russian
athletes and this needs to be discussed as well. Also, we are told that the IOC may be making
a policy decision about criteria for the Women'’s protected category. All of these are coming up
very soon.

3. You have previously held a leadership role in anti-doping education, serving as the
first Director of Ethics and Education for WADA. Given current global challenges in
sport integrity, how can ICSSPE contribute meaningfully to education and policy in
this field?

| think that ICSSPE can play a leadership role in the discourse on these important issues
because it is viewed as more neutral and as not necessarily having a conflict of interest. So
maybe this will allow it to be heard more and allow for more opportunities for education and
discussion.

4. As Director of the International Centre for Olympic Studies (ICOS) at
Western University, you emphasise the societal impact of the Games beyond
historical preservation. What kind of collaborative initiatives would you like to see
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ICSSPE develop that connect research on Olympism to broader social issues (e.g.,
inclusion, sustainability, human rights)?

It would be great to give ICSSPE some presence at our upcoming ICOS Symposium in Naples
next February during the Olympic Games. We can offer a platform for networking and dialogue
to give some momentum to ICSSPE as it moves forward in the coming year.



